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Background: University of Peradeniya (UP) Sri Lanka has a new Bachelor of Pharmacy program.  A 

clinical pharmacy subject is included in fourth year of the program, but due to lack of local expertise, 

UP sought assistance from their international colleagues to write and deliver this subject. Previously, 

Australian academics have travelled to Sri Lanka to teach this subject, but due to financial limitations, 

this may not be sustainable.  SkypeTM was identified as an alternative method to deliver lectures and 

collaborate with local lecturers. 

 

Aim: To pilot the use of SkypeTM technology to deliver lectures in clinical pharmacy to students at a 

foreign university and assess its effectiveness. 

 

Methods: In January 2011, Australian academics began discussions with UP regarding their 

expectations from the SkypeTM lectures.  Following these discussions and perusal of course profile, the 

Australian academics agreed to deliver a series of lectures introducing clinical pharmacy.  A student 

feedback questionnaire was designed to evaluate the lectures.  

 

Results:  A series of seven lectures was completed via SkypeTM to third and fourth year students at UP.  

Students were provided with pre-tutorial tasks, and a copy of the lecture slides before the lecture.  

Later, lectures were refined in response to student feedback on the lecture delivery and content, 

usefulness of pre-lecture tasks, and effectiveness of audio-visual aids. Overall the feedback was 

positive and encouraging.  The students commented positively on the usefulness of the pre-tutorial 

tasks and requested additional reading material. 

 

Conclusions: Experienced clinical pharmacists in developed countries such as Australia can 

significantly impact on the quality of clinical pharmacy training in developing countries like Sri Lanka.  

In light of the difficulties to provide continual onsite teaching, SkypeTM  has proven to be a viable option. 
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